
PUBLIC L A W  NO. 1-42 
SENATE BILL FIRST NORTHERN MARIANAS CO?.!?!>WEALTH LEG1 SLATURE 

FOURTH REGULAR SESSION, 19-2 
N O .  1-104, S.D.l 

AN ACT 

To p rov ide  f o r  a new v i l l a s ?  homesteading program and f o r  o t h e r  purposes .  

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE SGRTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE: 
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S e c t i o n  1. Shor t  T i t l e .  This  A c t  s h a l l  be known and may be  

c i t e d  as  t h e  Nor thern  3 a r i a n a  I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  Homesteading A c t  of 1979. 

Sec t ion  2 .  Findings  and Purpose. 

( a )  The L e g i s l a t u r e  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  are  many r e s i d e n t s  o f  

t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  who are wi thout  v i l l a g e  l o t s  to  c o n s t r u c t  

s a f e ,  decen t ,  and s a n i t a r y  dwe l l ing  houses f o r  themselves and t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  and are wi thout  s u f f i c i e n t  means t o  purchase  v i l l a g e  l o t s .  

(b) The L e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  are p u b l i c  l a n d s  

a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  which may be  d e s i g n a t e d  

by t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corpora t ion  t o  meet t h e  needs  o f  ou r  

r e s i d e n t s  who are wi thout  v i l l a g e  l o t s .  

( c )  It i s  t h e  purpose of t h i s  A c t  to:  

(1) E s t a b l i s h  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  

Homesteading Program f o r  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ’  r e s i d e n t s  who are 

wi thou t  v i l l a g e  l o t s  and do n o t  have t h e  means t o  a c q u i r e  v i l l a g e  

l o t s ;  and 

(2)  Provide t h e  Marianas Pub l i c  Land Corpora t ion  w i t h  

s u f f i c i e n t  a u t h o r i t y  and f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  implement and a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  

A c t .  

Sec t ion  3 .  Establ ishment  of t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s  V i l l a g e  

Homesteading Program. A v i l l a g e  homesteading program is hereby 
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1 e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corporation;  t h e  implementa t ion  

2 of t h e  program s h a l l  be  a s  provided by r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ;  t h e  program 

3 s h a l l  i n c l u d e  b u t  n o t  be l i m i t e d  t o :  

4 ( a )  Es tab l i shment  of e l i g i b i l i t y  c r i ter ia  f o r  d e s i g n a t e d  

5 v i l l a g e  homesteading lots which p rov ide :  

6 (1) A n  a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  be of Northern Marianas d e s c e n t  

7 a s  d e f i n e d  i n  Ar t ic le  XII, S e c t i o n  4 ,  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  

8 Northern Mariana I s l a n d s ;  

9 (2) An a p p l i c a n t  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  more t h a n  one 

10 v i l l a g e  homestead l o t ;  

11 (3) An a p p l i c a n t  mus t  be e i g h t e e n  (18) y e a r s  o l d  o r  

1 2  o l d e r  who is: 

1 3  (A) marr ied ,  widowed, o r  unmarried w i t h  dependent  

f 1 4  c h i l d r e n ;  or 

15  (B) s i n g l e .  

1 6  ( 4 )  An a p p l i c a n t  or h i s  or her  spouse  must n o t  own o r  

1 7  

18 v i l l a g e  homestead l o t .  I 

1 9  (b)  Es tabl ishment  of v i l l a g e  homestead s u b d i v i s i o n s  that are 

have any i n t e r e s t  i n  any v i l l a g e  l o t  o r  have been a r e c i p i e n t  of a 

20 c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  modern urban p lann ing  s t a n d a r d s  and which t a k e  i n t o  

21 c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l o t  requirements ,  roadways, housing,  u t i l i t i e s ,  and w a t e r  

22 d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  PROVIDED, hcwever, t h a t  any v i l l a g e  s u b d i v i s i o n  approved 

23 p r i o r  t o  . the  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  be a f f e c t e d  by 

24 t h i s  A c t .  



! 

S.B. NO .  1-104, S.D.1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

13 

1 4  

1 5  

16  

1 7  

18 

1 9  

20  

21 

22 

23  

24 

25 

( c )  E s t a b l i s h c e n t  of  reasonable  f i l i n g  f e e s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  

charges .  

(d)  Es tab l i sh i i en t  of i n s p e c t i o n  and compliance procedures  f o r  

each  de s igna t ed  v i l l a g e  homestead program; PROVIDED,  however, t h a t  t h e  

homesteader s h a l l  be  g ran ted  a c e r t i f i c a t e  of compliance t h r e e  ( 3 )  y e a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a homestead permit and upon f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  

r equ i r emen t s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  Marianas Publ ic  Land Corpora t ion .  

(e) Es tab l i shment  of p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  i s suance  of a pe rmi t  

f o r  v i l l a g e  homestead l o t  which s h a l l  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b u t  not  be 

l i m i t e d  to  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  immediate needs  f o r  housing, number of 

dependents ,  and income. 

S e c t i o n  4 .  V i l l a g e  Homesteading Program P r i o r  t o  January  9, 1978. 

( a )  The Marianas Publ ic  Land Corporat ion s h a l l  a d m i n i s t e r  a l l  

v i l l a g e  homesteading programs i n  accordance wi th  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

s t a t u t e s ,  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  p o l i c i e s  i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  January  9, 

1978, which a re  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  t h e  Northern Mariana I s l a n d s .  

(b)  The fo l lowing  a r e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v i l l a g e  homesteading 
I 

programs : 

(1) Teneto-Sinapalo N e w  V i l l a g e  Subdivis ion -- Rota. 

(2)  San Jose New V i l l a g e  Subdivis ion -- Tin ian .  

( 3 )  Sugar King N e w  V i l l a g e  Subdivis ion -- Saipan.  

( c )  Notwithstanding t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  Sec t ion  4 ( a )  of  t h i s  

A c t ,  t h e  Marianas P u b l i c  Land Corporat ion may, f o r  good c a u s e  shown, 

waive r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  and p o l i c i e s  which are a p p l i c a b l e  t o  v i l l a g e  
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homesteading programs e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r  t o  January 9, 1978. 

Sec t i on  5 .  Waiver of Homestead Requirements. 

( a )  The Marianas Publ ic  Land Corporat ion s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

procedures  f o r  g r a n t i n g  deeds to persons who have. e s t a b l i s h e d  cont inuous  

u s e  of pub l i c  l a n d s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  (15) yea r s  a s  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e  of t h e  Cons t i t u t i on .  

(b)  A person r e c e i v i n g  a deed under t h i s  Sec t ion  s h a l l  be  

l i m i t e d  t o  a v i l l a g e  homestead l o t  t h a t  does  no t  exceed one thousand 

(1,000) squa re  meters; and 

( c )  A person cla iming any r i g h t  t o  pub l i c  l a n d s  because of 

cont inuous  u s e  of pub l i c  l ands  f o r  a t  l eas t  f i f t e e n  (15) years as  of t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  m u s t  meet t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  requi rements  

a s  provided f o r  under t h i s  Act and i t s  r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  

Sec t i on  6 .  Author iza t ion  t o  Mortgage. The Marianas Pub l i c  Land 

Corporat ion is  hereby au tho r i zed  t o  mortgage v i l l a g e  homestead l o t s  on 

behalf  of homesteaders who are e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  housing l o a n s  under 

A r t i c l e  VII, Sec t ion  702(d) of t h e  Covenant, o r  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  l o a n s  

under t h e  Farmers Home Adminis t ra t ion  program o r  from p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c  

l end ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  8 

Sec t ion  7.  R u l e s  and Regulat ions.  The Marianas Pub l i c  Land 

Corpora t ion  s h a l l  adopt r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  implementing t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  

of t h i s  Act.  

Sec t i on  8. S e v e r a b i l i t y .  If  any p rov i s ion  of t h i s  Act o r  any r u l e  

or r e g u l a t i o n  promulgated hereunder ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of any such  

p rov i s ion ,  r u l e  o r  r e g u l a t i o n  t o  any person o r  c i rcumstances  s h a l l  be  
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he ld  i n v a l i d ,  by a c o u r t  o f  competent j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  t h e  remainder of t h i s  

Act o r  any r u l e s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  promulgated pursuant  t h e r e t o  o r  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  such p r o v i s i o n s ,  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  r u l e s  t o  persons  o r  

c i rcumstances  o t h e r  t han  t hose  t o  which i t  is he ld  i n v a l i d ,  shall no t  be  

a f f e c t e d  t he reby .  

Sec t i on  9. E f f e c t i v e  Date. Th i s  Act s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  upon i ts  

approva l  by t h e  Governor, o r  upon i t s  becoming l a w  without  such approva l .  

Governor 
Commonwealth of t b e  Northern Marianas 


